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At a General Meeting of the ROMAN CATHOLICS of the County and City of 
CORK, convened by public Advertiſements, held at the Coxx TAVERN, the 15th | 


OcToBER, 1792. 


The following DECLARATION was unanimouſly agreed to: 
(JUSTIN M- C ART HV, Eſq. M. D. in the Chair.) 


— 


n 


E, the Roman Catholics of the County and City 

W of Cork, compelled by the menaces and intimi- 
dations which are daily repeated and renewed in 

the public Prints, to deviate from that rule of ſilent expec- 
tation we had preſcribed to ourſelves, think it our duty at 
this criſis, to interfere, and reſcue from opprobrium the 
character of that Body, of which we form no inconſider- 


able portion. | 

We embrace the occaſion of teſtifying our entire appro- 
baricn and concurrence in the ſentiments expreſſed by our 
oppreſſed Brethren throughout the Kingdom; like them 
we are loyal, attached to our Country and to the Conftitu- 
tion which it poſſeſſes; like them, inflexibly determined to 
ſeek by all peaceable and legal means, that participation 
in the Elective Franchiſe, which we are qualified to enjoy 
by our ſituation, patriotiſm, and property. 

As the inhabitants of au extenſive County, and great 
commercial City, we cannot ſtigmatize too ſtrongly the 
unguarded conduct of thoſe perſons, probably not much 
intereſted in the national welfare, who, by angry reſolu- 
tions of reſiſtance, where no attack was deſigned, or even 
to be apprehended, and by dangerous confederations, 
which there is no pretence to juſtify, have dittuſed vague 
conjeQures through Ireland and foreign countries, inter- 
rupting at home the public tranquillity and the harmony 
of ſocial life, repreſenting us abroad in a condition of — 
carious ſettlement, We ſee the ſpirit of intolerance, obſerv- 
able in thoſe proceedings, with aſtoniſhment, in an age 
which is denominated enlightened, and among a people 
who have laid aclaim to the praiſe of information and libe- 


rality. 


which befits men conn 


We never can admit, that the excluſion of three-fourths 
of the People from any connection with the Legiſlature, 
which diſpoſes of their lives, their liberty, and fortunes, is 
an eſſential and fundamental principle in the organization 
of ſociety within this Iſland. The disfranchiſement of a 
large portion of the Iriſh people was the temporary expe- 
dient of a diſtempered age: — it is time it ſhould be can- 
celled. It is time the privilege of voting for Repreſenta- 
tives ſhould be re-annexed to our freehold property; and 
ſuffrage become what the Conſtitution deſigned it, the pro- 
tection and reward of induſtry. | 

The good of the country, the liberality of the age, the 
ſecurity our property affords, the proofs and the pledges we 
have given of patriotiſm and loyalty, all call aloud for a 
happy reconciliation of parties, grounded upon this act of 
ſubſtantial juſtice. | 


The enemies of that great good of Ireland, our emanci- 


pation, endeavour to divert the public mind from this dif- 
cuſſion, and to overwhelm our calm repreſentation in the 
outery of ſedition. They are aware that, ſupported by 
reaſon and juſtice, if our Proteſtant countrymen ſhall inveſ- 
tigate our cauſe, we muſt triumph over the baſe views and 
ejudices of the intereſted and bigotted ; but we call our 
— friends and neighbours to judge us, not from ex- 
aggerations and calumnĩes, but by their perſonal obſervati- 
on; by the general tenor of our lives aud conduR ; by the 
duties which we fulfil in common. Is there any room for the 
unkind ſurmiſes which circulate ? Are there no terms upon 
which we may hope to be reſtored to our country ? In the 
eneral havoc of our rights, remonſtrance, petition, and 
Alleuſſion were preſerved, We uſe them with that defe- 
rence to the exiſting laws,. and attention the public peace, 
ected by every endearing tie to their 
country. Will any honeſt man lay his hand upon his brealt 


* 


and anſwer, is our conduct diſorderly ? Is our mode of ad- 
dreſs indecent ? Are our grievances fictitious? In ever 
purſuit we are intercepted by monopoly; we are depriv 
of all that is called enviable in political life, and of many 
ſolid advantages of ſociety, When we enquire the cauſe of 
this excluſion, we are denominated ſeditious. | 


We have a ſtrong cauſe ;—it requires but the aid of Ar- 
ument, and this auxiliary «/ene we will employ :—We ſo- 
licit from our Proteſtant countrymen a patient hearing, that 
we may demonſtrate to them, that by redreſſing our griev- 
vances, they ſerve our common Country, and do not endan- 
ger their eſtabliſhment, We have no means of procuring 
redreſs, but by impreſſing conviction upon the Proteltant re- 
preſentatives of Proteſtant conſtituents, 


For us ſtands all that is illuſtrious in the land for talent 
and public ſpirit ! The men who encourage venality, and 
trade in corruption, are arrayed againſt us. It may be con- 
venient to ſuch perſons to limit the number of free agents 
within the realm; but will the ſenſible and difintereſted 
Proteſtants of Ireland be deceived by their unfounded aſſer- 
tions, their unſubſtantiated charges, and fanciful hypotheſes ? 
Will they eredit that they would innovate in proſperity 
who in adverſity are moderate and ſubmiſſive ? — Will they 
believe that we have an alien hope, who have appeared in 
every hour of peril armed hy their ſides for our common 
tection, and who have within the period of their — 
tion, reſiſted the only powers on earth whom we could be 
8 to favour ? Will they not rather attend to the 
evidence of their ſenſes, that as the paſt repeal of the Po- 
pery Laws has been the cauſe of national proſperity, ſo by 
the future muſt our country flouriſh ? That it is more politic 
to recompenſe by franchiſe the toil of the laborious, than 
the perjury of the profligate, Theſe are the ſound doc- 
trines of every wiſe ſtateſman and eminent writer of either 
kingdom; oppoſed to them are the men who inculcare the 
1 lefſon, that the Church, the State, the Crown, 
the Empixe, and the Conſtitution muſt totter, unleſs they 
have for Tupporters a famiſhed Slave and an arrogant Mo- 
nopoliſt. a EE fy 

We are threatened, if we perſiſt in our purpoſe, not only 
with an excluſion from future favours, but likewiſe with 4 
revocation of paſt relaxations of penalties inflited without 
a crime z the former openly avowed, the latter covertly in- 
ſinuated. But this ſentence of eternal and even of retro- 
active proſcription, tho* backed by ſome untimely proffers of 
lives and fortunes, bas no effect on our conduct, becauſe we 
conceive that to the Legiſlature alone ic is competent to me- 
nace or to proſcribe ; and that for one fellou- ſubject to 
threaten to limit the rights of another, is to aſſume a pow- 
er that to him does not belong :—a ſpecies of political aſ- 
ſault unwarranted either by the Law or the Conſtitution, 

To the Patriots who ſtood forward our advocates in the 
Senate, and to thoſe who ſupported our cauſe without, we 
return our warmeſt thanks; and our acknowledgments and 
gratitude are particularly due to the late Grand Jury of 
this City, who reſiſting the contagion of evil example, have 
declined entering into the confederacy attempted to be 
formed for the purpoſe of riveting our chains, and de- 
taining us in bondage; as well as to the enlightened and 
ſpirited Proteſtant Freeholders, who, by their refolutions of 
the 8th inſtant, have patronized our claims, and reſcued 
this great and reſpetable County from the ſtigma of 
Bigotry, and the ſpirit of Monopoly. 


JUSTIN Me. CARTHY, Chairman. 


Signed by a moſt reſpectable number of Country Gentlemen of landed Property and wealthy Citizens. 
%“ It remains at Mr. Fuyx's, Printer, for the Signatures | of ſuch as could not attend the Meeting. ' 


